Immunopathogenesis of sarcoidosis.
The immunopathogenesis of sarcoidosis has been difficult to charaterize given the heterogeneity of disease, the elusiveness of the causative antigen, and the lack of an adequate animal model. However, by examining well-defined clinical cohorts, the interplay between genetic predisposition and immunologic response has been increasingly informative. Technological advances in cellular analysis have allowed researchers to characterize the immune responses important in the maintenance of granulomatous inflammation. Finally, "new" clinical observations such as granuloma responsiveness to targeted biological therapies, sarcoid developing during immune restoration, and the relationship between sarcoidosis and Hepatitis C will provide future insight to the immunopathogenesis of sarcoidosis.